WELCOME

Ignatius Park College, Townsville is a Catholic Secondary College for boys in the Edmund Rice tradition.  It is a part of the network of 38 Edmund Rice schools Australia-wide.
Since opening in 1969, Ignatius Park College has build on the Christian Brothers’ proud tradition of academic, cultural, sporting, spiritual and personal excellence by providing the highest standards of staff, facilities and opportunities for students in a caring, Christian environment.

The College has developed a fine tradition of educating young men as leaders of the community based on faith education and Christian living.

The College promotes structures, processes and relationships based on the Gospel values of justice, peace, freedom, mutual respect, compassion and love.

FROM THE PRINCIPAL

The holistic education offered at Ignatius Park College implements the Edmund Rice Education Philosophy.  It is a program of planned strategies and informal experiences that has a holistic approach to the evaluation of boys through the involvement and care of all its stakeholders.  It places the student at the centre of activities and aims to assist all members of the Ignatius Park Community reach their full potential.
Pastoral Care at Ignatius Park is:

· The nurturing of meaningful and effective relationships within the College Community

· The concern that the school has that each individual belongs to that community and has the fullest possibility for personal, academic, social and spiritual growth

· Expressed through the teacher’s personal commitment to each individual student, a commitment to what the student is and what he can become

· Communicated to the student in various interpersonal contacts in the classroom and other learning situations, where an atmosphere of respect and love is maintained

Stated simply, Pastoral Care is happening when a person interest is taken in each student.  Boys have access to a number of people if they have questions, concerns, requests, troubles or suggestions.  Integral to the success of the development of our young men to the ends listed in our “Edmund Rice Education”, is the culture of the College. Ignatius Park College has an evolving culture central to which is a focus on the student and recognition that the student-staff interaction is the primary activity of the College. All our efforts as a school family should be directed to ensuring the quality of this interaction.  This will determine the quality of our graduates in terms of our goals and vision.  Within this, we must move to a framework which ensures respect for all individuals and allows and encourages each of us (staff, students, parents) to take responsibility for our lives.

FAITH

Ignatius Park College is a Catholic school in the Edmund Rice tradition and reaches out to all boys and their families who will respect the Catholic philosophy of the college.
The vision, mission and values of the College are the foundation of all policies, curriculum programs, and are reflected in the endeavours of all at the college.  We believe that we exist to offer boys an opportunity to hear the Gospel messages of Jesus, to embrace the values of such a life and to accept the challenge of living out that message in service as part of the mission of the Catholic Church in the contemporary world.

THE COLLEGE


Throughout its three decades, Ignatius Park College has worked to a development plan designed to provide current future students with the very best facilities possible.

The College is centrally located in Cranbrook within a spacious nine hectare campus featuring some of the best school facilities in North Queensland.

Students enjoy an Olympic sized swimming pool, three sports ovals, indoor basketball and volleyball courts, well equipped gymnasium, large air-conditioned Assembly Hall with excellent stage facilities, exceptional Library, ten dedicated Computer Laboratories, modern Science facilities, a specifically designed Art, Music and Drama Complex, plus up to date Industrial Art facilities.

COMPUTING

The College has ten dedicated Computer Laboratories, featuring up to date personal computers and a range of industry standard software.  These facilities are used both for formal teaching and self-guided discovery of computers and their operation.
The computer laboratories are available for student use during morning and lunch breaks, before and after school, as well as formal class use.

SCIENCE

Ignatius Park has six well-equipped science laboratories including dedicated Physics, Chemistry and Biology laboratories and two equipped for general science teaching.

The science curriculum features extensive use of field trips and hands on learning to provide real life experience.  This is further enhanced through links which the College maintains with Townsville based research facilities, including James Cook University, Australian Institute of Marine Science, and the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation.

LIBRARY

The College Library boasts over 10,000 volumes including some 400 class sets, and an expanding periodical collection access through the Guidelines index system.  CD-ROM access and computerised catalogue are provided.

A large specialised audio visual collection is used to support the curriculum, and is backed up with a range of AV equipment including DVD/TV units, film projectors, portable video system, slide viewers and projectors, and CD players.

The Library is open every school day for student use and also opens after hours, three days per week, to allow greater opportunity for student use.

AUDITORIUM

The College’s Edmund Rice Hall provides an excellent venue for College assemblies, functions and Drama presentations.

The air-conditioned auditorium seats 1000 and is widely used by the community of Townsville.  Other smaller air-conditioned auditoriums are regularly used by the students.

ART

Ignatius Park College boasts an impressive art curriculum and associated facilities.  The purpose designed and built art room features excellent lighting, large desks, printing presses, facilities for plaster and timber sculpture, pottery wheels and a kiln for ceramics and sculpture, a photographic darkroom and storage for student work.

The College operates two are courses, both the Board of Secondary Schools Studies Art Course and a more practical school based course which provides a different perspective on the subject.  Students work in a variety of two and three-dimensional media and have the opportunity to work on large-scale projects.

INDUSTRIAL ARTS

A well-equipped Industrial Arts area meets the needs of Practical students. Woodwork, Metalwork and Plastics are popular subjects that are offered throughout Years 8-12.
MUSIC/DRAMA

A new air-conditioned Arts block is used to teach Music and Drama.  The College is proud of the achievements of its bands and has a well developed Instrumental Program.

HOSPITALITY

Our Hospitality Department has both a fully registered commercial kitchen as well as both a teaching and demonstration kitchen for twenty students.  We also count a restaurant, bar and coffee shop among the wonderful learning activities offered to our students.

SPORTING PROGRAM
Ignatius Park College has a well-deserved reputation for excellence in sport and physical education, both in the teaching of Physical Education and in competitive sports.

SPORTS AVAILABLE

Opportunities exist for students to take part in a wide range of sports determined by Townsville Secondary Schools Sport , NQ School Sport and Queensland School Sport competitions.  These sports include Rugby League, Rugby Union, Soccer, Basketball, Water Polo, Athletics, Swimming, Cross Country, Cricket, Touch Football and Volleyball.  We also participate in other sports where there are organised competitions, for example Rowing.
DEVELOPMENT SQUADS

The school currently boasts four talent development squads in Rugby League, Rugby Union, Basketball and Cricket. These squads aim to provide extra personalised training for our talented athletes to assist them in furthering their sporting careers.  The programs include individual and personalised skills training and weight training.

ATHLETIC CAREER EDUCATION MONITORING PROGRAM

The school has recently developed an Athletic Career Education Monitoring Program to assist our talented sports people with balancing their sporting careers and their education.

SPORTING TOURS

The school currently offers sporting tours in Rugby League, Rugby Union, Basketball, Touch Football, Cricket and Rowing.

Rugby League


· Confraternity Shield - Years 11 & 12

· September Trials Brisbane State League and NRL scouts present - Years 10,11 & 12

· Mini tour Cairns - Years 9 & 10

· National Competition fames in Open Division

Rugby Union

· Bi-annual tour of Europe – Years 11 & 12

· Mini tour Cairns – Years 9 & 10

Basketball

· Queensland and National Championships

Touch Football

· Queensland Championships Brisbane U/15 and Open World Touch Championships

Rowing

· Queensland Championships mostly held in South East Queensland

Cricket

· Australian Christian Brothers Cricket week Brisbane Open Age

· Queensland competition

Athletics

· Queensland Knockouts Brisbane U/15 and Open Age

CORE PHYSICAL EDUCATION


Years 9 and 10 students have the chance to select a sport in which they would like to further their development for one period a week through the Core PE program.
INTER-SCHOOL AND REPRESENTATIVE

Opportunities also exist for many of these sports to be taken further at an inter-school or representative level.

The College is an active participant in local and regional inter-school sporting competitions and has an excellent record of achievement in this field.  The Melton Black Shield for Excellence in Townsville Boys Sport has been held continuously by the College for over two decades.

Many past and present students have represented Townsville, North Queensland and Queensland in a range of sports.

COLLEGE CADET UNIT

A company strength unit of the Australian Army Cadet Corps is based at the College and parades weekly.  This unit is also open to students from other schools in the area and aims to provide challenging activities in a disciplined military setting.

The unit conducts regular weekend bivouacs and activities and undertakes a major week-long annual camp.

The unit is well-equipped and boasts close links with the regular military forces in the area.
DUKE OF EDINBURGH

Duke of Edinburgh operates courses which put participants through a varied range of activities which are designed to build confidence, leadership as well as extended abilities.  Bronze, Silver and Gold courses are currently offered.

DEBATING, PUBLIC SPEAKING AND DRAMA

Debating, public speaking and dramatic pursuits are encouraged at the College.  Individuals and teams represent the College at local and regional competitions, including public speaking and the Townsville Eisteddfod.  All receive quality coaching to assist with their endeavours.

COLLEGE MUSICAL PRODUCTIONS

Ignatius Park College’s annual musical production has become a feature of Townsville’s theatre year.

The musical’s aim is to involve as many students as possible in their production, staging and performance.  This provides an opportunity for self-expression and guided work outside the academic environment.

Productions are traditionally held in conjunction with St Margaret Mary’s and St Patrick’s Colleges.

SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL

A junior conference of the Saint Vincent de Paul Society operates within in the College.  This student-organised group has the opportunity to become involved with the complete range of the Society’s charitable activities.

