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From the Principal

Welcome
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Thank you for taking time to discover Hills Grammar! 
People do this in many different ways and often over many 
years, relying on word of mouth, surfing the web, speaking 
to current or past families, attending a Principal’s Tour or 
Open Day and by reading publications. I invite you to do all 
of these things. It is right and proper that parents and carers 
explore and seek a school that will understand their hopes 
and aspirations for their children and strive in partnership 
to achieve an ‘extraordinary education’. 
 Hills Grammar recognises that each child and young 
person who attends the School is different. It is our 
privilege, our responsibility and our commitment to 
identify, nurture and expand each individual’s passions, 
skills and capacity to enter the world that they will lead. 
Through a rigorous and challenging academic program, 
diverse co-curricular opportunities and a focus on knowing 
and developing the wellbeing of each child, our students 
embark on a journey which sees them reach a destination 
captured in the words of our Graduate Aim.  
 The choice of a school is the most important decision 
that you will ever make on behalf of your children. Your 
task is to assess whether what you read, hear and see are 
aligned. I hope they are and that you will speak with us 
further about joining our school community. We encourage 
you to engage with us as often as required for you to make 
an informed decision. By doing so you will build an accurate 
picture of what a Hills Grammar education is, and I trust 
will be inspired by its possibilities. 
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Who we are

Right from the beginning, we were founded on innovative 
thinking and new ideas. At a time when independent 
schools were traditional, denominational and single 
sex, our founders took an entirely original approach 
to education. They envisioned a school where creative 
thinking, creative arts and creative teachers took 
precedence. They wanted to provide an extraordinary 
education: a place of inspiration and innovation.

The Hills Grammar School opened in 1983, offering 
families an alternative – where students’ unique qualities 
and talents were recognised, valued and nurtured. 
Co‑educational by design, our founders believed that boys 
and girls learning together was natural and best prepared 
them for life after school. 

We believe that education should be an active pursuit 
where students learn in a supportive environment with 
passionate and inspiring teachers. We surround our 
students with positive, ambitious people, the resources and 
the guidance to enable each individual to thrive.

We pride ourselves on being deliberately 
different. Now, for more than thirty years, 
we have been nurturing children and young 
people to be confident, accomplished 
and original.
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A place of innovation and inspiration; 
our stunning 22ha campus is unique in its 
built and natural environment. Students 
from Pre‑Kindergarten to Year 12 enjoy 
exceptional facilities in a bushland setting.
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We create confident thinkers who are 
able to question the status quo, seek new 
solutions and appreciate the beauty in life.

Teague, Year 7

Serena, Year 1 Alexander, Year 1

Charlotte, Year 10Alex, Year 10

Josh, Year 3Nabeelah, Year 10
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Original
adjective 

Not dependent on other people’s ideas; 
inventive and unusual: a subtle and 
original thinker.

/ e�rij enl/

Students at Hills Grammar are exposed to creative 
thinking, drive and enthusiasm. They discover their 
strengths and passions as they pursue their goals 
with confidence.

We’re much more interested in what each student is 
thinking rather than telling them how to think. Our 
students are nurtured to think critically and creatively, 
discovering the joy of life‑long learning that inspires and 
motivates them.  

A balanced education depends as much on 
personal development as on academia and we 
embody the humanitarian values of respect, 
integrity, service and excellence to create 
resilient, responsible, well‑rounded individuals.

We see in each of our students a diverse range of 
interests and it is our joy and aim to develop these 
through academic, co‑curricular and personal 
pursuits. The outcomes include confident 
thinkers who are able to question the status 
quo, seek new solutions and appreciate the 
beauty in life; children and young people 
who aren’t afraid to explore the greatness 
within them and show the world what 
they can do.

Suubi
Year 3



Vision
Extraordinary Education: a place of 
inspiration and innovation

Mission
Outstanding teaching within a unique learning 
environment: fostering each student’s 
potential for greatness

Graduate Aim
In partnership with our families, we enable 
our students to: 

—  Become confident, resilient and 
responsible individuals

—  Develop a deep understanding across a 
range of academic disciplines and strive for 
personal excellence as learners

—  Think critically and creatively and embrace 
life‑long learning

—  Embody the humanitarian values of 
Respect, Integrity, Service and Excellence

—  Understand the importance of an 
international perspective and contribute 
positively in our local and the global 
community

—  Develop an appreciation of a diverse and 
inclusive Australian democratic society

—  Display a strong sense of environmental 
responsibility

Values Framework
Community life at Hills Grammar is supported by 

four core values which emphasise the development 
of a principled individual who has a strong sense 

of social justice.

Respect

Valuing ourselves and treating others with 
consideration and dignity, acknowledging and 

accepting our differences, and acting in a manner 
that is socially just.

Integrity

Acting in accordance with the principles of moral 
and ethical conduct, with sincerity and honesty, 

taking personal responsibility for all actions.

Service 

Recognising and responding with compassion 
to the needs of others.

Excellence

Striving to accomplish one’s best.
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Flexible learning spaces support the International 
Baccalaureate Primary Years Program. 

Rich co‑curricular opportunities are offered throughout 
the students’ schooling in Creative and Spoken Arts, 
Music, Leadership and Service Learning, Sport and 
Outdoor Education.
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Swimmer
Trilinguist
Analyst
Violinist
Motivator
Another 
Hills Grammar 
Original

Charlotte
Year 10
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Hills Grammar provides an environment which feeds and 
nurtures the growth of students from Pre‑Kindergarten 
to Year 12 where all individuals are valued in a secular, 
inclusive, multicultural, co‑educational community.

Our unique environment lends itself to rich learning 
experiences in both the excellent facilities and on the 
campus characterised by our beautiful bushland. Students 
are encouraged to be alert to the possibilities of learning 
at all times, drawing upon the experiences and activities 
they will have as students of the School.

Our safe, nurturing setting is a vital element of our 
exceptional learning environment and culture. When 
teamed with excellent resources, both in infrastructure 
and ICT, our students have an abundance of opportunities 
to discover their potential. Access and exposure to a vast 
array of experiences in every field helps our students 
to discover their talents and direction. Students are 
encouraged to think and develop confidence by taking risks 
within a safe and creative environment.

Our teachers are learners who, through their passion, 
intellect and commitment engage and connect with their 
students. Through fresh, real‑world thinking they transmit 
knowledge and a deep understanding to their students, 
who at times, surpass their teachers in intellectual pursuits.

Within our community we instil a deep appreciation 
for diversity and inclusiveness. We have a strong global 
outlook, which is crucial for students preparing for life 
in this dynamic world. We reinforce the idea of positive 
contribution by creating close links to our community, 
both globally – through relationships with sister schools 
around the world – and locally by engaging with partners, 
businesses and leaders. 

Our unique 
learning 

environment

We instil a deep appreciation for diversity 
and inclusiveness.
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Early Childhood 
Education Centre (ECEC)
Our purpose‑built Centre is dedicated to giving children 
the best start possible, laying the strong foundations 
needed for lifelong learning. Our teaching is inspired 
by the Reggio Emilia philosophy, where children learn 
through creative play and enquiry. Their graduation 
into Kindergarten is seamless with a sequential 
transition program and familiarity with the International 
Baccalaureate Primary Years Program. The ECEC is a 
co‑educational centre, and is located within the school 
campus. It caters to children from 3 to 5 years of age.

Kindergarten to Year 6
Our main goal in the junior years is to foster a love of 
learning in each of our students by providing them 
with enriching educational experiences. This allows 
our students to test and develop a number of talents 
from commencement. 

We instil a strong base for learning and curiosity during 
these foundational years to prepare our students for the 
future. They are exposed to a wide variety of hands‑on 
experiences and enthusiastic teachers who have a deep 
understanding of child development. Children are placed in 
classes relatively small in size and rich in resources, which 
remain a feature throughout their time at school. As they 
grow, we encourage their independence and leadership 
through various whole school and junior events and 
functions.

 

The International Baccalaureate Primary Years Program 
allows students from ECEC to Year 6 to explore their 
world, enabling them to take increasing responsibility 
and ownership of their learning. The woven nature of the 
program means there is collaboration across and between 
classrooms and subjects. This enhances the schooling 
experience and inspires a lifelong love of learning in 
our students.

The fundamental literacy and numeracy skills are 
embedded in the inquiry process with students 
understanding not only what they are learning but the 
reasons why they need to learn it. A dedicated two‑hour 
uninterrupted learning block allows teachers to focus 
on the fundamental skills of English and Mathematics; 
reading, writing, and working with numbers. This learning 
and teaching is delivered in a variety of ways using a mix 
of the latest digital technologies and the best of traditional 
methods; whole class, across grade and small groups. 
Extension and remediation through in‑class support, small 
groups, short‑term withdrawal, online learning and many 
real‑world problem solving applications focuses on the 
process not just the product.

We are thrilled with 
the opportunities 
offered to help 
broaden and encourage 
her thinking. Most 
important to us is how 
happy our daughter is. 
She comes home with 
a big grin on her face 
and excited about what 
has happened almost 
every single day. 

Angela, Parent

The International Baccalaureate Primary 
Years Program allows students from ECEC 
to Year 6 to explore their world.
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Kindergarten through to Year 6 enjoy specialist 
teachers and facilities in Music, Art, Foreign Languages 
and Physical Education.
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Years 7 to 12
Our teaching philosophy is based on the principles of 
guided inquiry, learner‑centered teaching, assessment for 
learning and differentiation. This enables, enriches and 
extends our students to maximise their success.

In Senior School, students are exposed to more options and 
responsibilities where they are challenged, inspired and 
encouraged while they discover who they are. By Years 11 
and 12, students develop discipline and resilience as they 
strive towards their academic goals. They are supported 
through a variety of study programs and by passionate 
staff so they have the best opportunities possible.

On the successful completion of their Year 12 studies, 
students receive the NSW Higher School Certificate.

Hills International Education
International students are an integral part of The Hills 
Grammar School community. We highly value our 
multicultural student population, which is enriched by 
those who come to us from all over the world. 

Hills International Education (HIE) provides our 
international students with a smooth transition into our 
school community. They receive intensive English lessons 
on campus, while they are integrated into the School 
for some lessons and through involvement in the House 
program. This way, the students get to know the campus, 
their peers and their teachers before moving into their 
mainstream classes. HIE is a nurturing environment 
with 10–20 students attending at a time and several 
staff members available to care for their schooling and 
social needs. 

We are able to organise homestay accommodation where 
we know they will be in a safe and supportive environment. 

Further important information and documentation on 
accreditation can be found on our website.

Learning Enrichment 
Our School understands that students learn in a variety 
of ways and at different rates. We believe that we have a 
responsibility to provide an inclusive learning environment 
where all students receive the greatest benefits from 
our programs. 

Learning enrichment shapes the way our School caters 
for and accommodates student learning needs. We use 
this model in a variety of ways to ensure we consider 
differentiation in literacy and numeracy development, 
and are careful to acknowledge and respond to individual 
learning styles and needs. The Learning Enrichment Centre 
caters for students with very specific high needs (ASD) 
and manages the learning program of each student. 

Out of School Hours Care
In association with Camp Australia the School provides 
a high quality, specialist Out of School Hours (OOSH) 
Care program to assist our working parents.

Vacation Care is also offered to Junior School students 
during holiday periods.

Nexus
Nexus is our four‑level ‘Centre of Excellence’. 
It incorporates library resources (digital and print), 
study spaces and information technology support. 

Our senior students have access to Nexus after school 
hours, providing them with a multitude of resources for 
their studies. Academic staff are also available to assist 
them with assignments, projects and homework.

Year 5 and 6 students are invited to join our Homework 
Club, which operates in Nexus twice a week. 

In Senior School, students are exposed to more 
options and responsibilities where they are 
challenged, inspired and encouraged while they 
discover who they are. 

I think our children have 
become confident and 
well-rounded young adults 
thanks to the nurturing at 
Hills Grammar. 

Lisa, Parent
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Our philosophy

Learning is at the heart and centre of all our 
efforts at Hills Grammar. Students, teachers, 
parents and the School, as an organisation, 
are constantly learning and evolving 
together to create the best environment 
for our community.  

Scholarships
Academic, Music and All‑Rounder Scholarships are 
granted at Hills Grammar, covering full or part remission 
of resident tuition fees. They are awarded to selected 
students entering Year 7, Year 9 and Year 11. Each year 
the application deadline and procedure is advertised 
on our website. Applicants for each type of scholarship 
are required to complete the online form and sit the 
Scholarship Examination.

Scholarships are awarded at the discretion of the Principal 
and are evaluated throughout the term of the student’s 
enrolment. Part scholarships may be increased on the basis 
of sustained, outstanding achievement.

It’s a culture of real, essential 
care promoted through the 
recognition of each member 
of the school community.

Jenny, Teacher
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At the centre of our philosophy is Student Learning. 
By focusing on the learning experience we can provide 
our students with a holistic approach which is of the 
highest quality and focused on outcomes. 

The Core Programs of the School: Academic, Student 
Wellbeing and Co‑curricular are well directed and closely 
interlinked to enable, enrich and extend student learning.

We recognise the importance of professional and parent 
learning. By investing in these areas we make it easier 

for teaching staff and parents to work together and to 
facilitate high quality learning experiences which are vital 
for student success. 

Organisational learning is also important as it allows us to 
continue to grow, improve and find innovative approaches 
to learning.

The final ring of the Hills Grammar Learner Model reminds 
us of our purpose by linking the School’s Vision, Mission, 
Graduate Aim and Values. 
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Students
We aim to create the best possible environment to foster 
the students’ love of learning, their talents and their 
innate curiosity. Their social and emotional development is 
essential to all programs at Hills Grammar. 

Staff
Our staff delight in the opportunity to work in such 
a professional, academic and friendly community. 
We recognise that it is vital for staff to cultivate positive 
relationships with families so our students can thrive.

Our School owes much of its success to the learning 
opportunities provided by our teachers. We attract and 
retain exceptional staff who relish the opportunity to 
work in our highly professional and respectful learning 
community. Every teacher from ECEC to Year 12 is 
engaged in regular and rigorous professional learning. 

Parents
There are lots of ways that we encourage parents to be active 
within the school community. We offer a special program 
of parent education; an investment we believe is invaluable 
for our students and our teachers. The Parents and Friends 
Association also provides parents with regular parent and 
community forums. These are supplemented by a range of 
breakfast, twilight and evening information meetings. 

Parents add to the life of the School in a number of ways; 
through active membership of the Parents and Friends 
Association, the Class Parent Network and as mentors, 
guest speakers and partners in learning. 

Our 
community

It is vital for our staff to cultivate positive 
relationships with our families so our 
students can thrive.



Hills Grammar | Prospectus 19



18 Hills Grammar | Prospectus

Joel Edgerton 
Class of 1991

Van‑Anh Nguyen 
Class of 2004

Above: Awais is a barrister with broad experience 
in refugee, criminal, family and commercial law. 
He also lectured at Macquarie University in Tort 
and Company Law. 
Left: Joel studied drama at Western Sydney University, 
established a prodigious stage career and is recognised 
world‑wide for his film and television acting, writing 
and directing. 
Below: Van‑Anh, a former music scholar, teaches, 
composes, records and performs. She is an 
internationally acclaimed concert pianist and 
recording artist.

Awais Ahmad 
Class of 2001
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Confident Graduates
Whatever their destination, we aim to equip our students 
to be confident young people with a strong work ethic, a 
love of learning and a sense of social justice. Approximately 
85% of our graduates move into university studies at 
local and overseas Universities the year following school 
graduation. Some choose to take a gap year; others attend 
TAFE or enter the work force. 

We foster a community which our students are proud to 
be engaged with, long after they have left. Past students 
join TOHGA – our alumni network to stay in touch. 
Reunions are just one way graduates are involved in our 
community. Many return to Hills Grammar as mentors, 
guest speakers, staff, coaches and of course as the parents 
of a new generation of ‘Hills Grammarians’. Visit our 
website to see stories about the varied life paths and 
achievements of our past students.

The Wider Community
We believe it is vital to operate as an active part of 
the wider community. By engaging local, national and 
international entities we are able to provide our students 
with experiences and opportunities we could not 
provide alone. By building relationships with businesses 
and organisations which support our School’s ethos, 
our students are able to access valuable learning and 
co‑curricular programs.

School Council
The School Council is made up of a range of professionals 
who work for the advancement of the School. The School 
Council as the ‘Board of Trustees’ sets the direction and 
provides governance and focus to ensure Hills Grammar 
remains relevant to our students, and is sustainable today 
and long into the future. 

By engaging local, national and international entities 
we are able to provide our students with experiences 
and opportunities we alone could not provide.
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At Hills Grammar, we have a non‑selective 
admission policy where each application 
is accepted for enrolment consideration. 

Priority is given to siblings of students already enrolled 
at our School and to the children of former students. 

As a Pre‑Kindergarten to Year 12 co‑educational school, 
Hills Grammar aims to provide an equal number of places 
for boys and girls and wherever possible attempts to 
ensure gender balance. All families who make enquiries 
are invited to attend one of the School’s regular tours.

We expect successful applicants to support the School’s 
ethos, to apply themselves to academic study, and to 
participate fully in school life. 

Enrolling at Hills Grammar

We were looking for a school 
that promoted pride in doing 
one’s best; a balance between 
individual achievement and 
working with others. 

Fatima, Parent
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For further general information please  
go our website hillsgrammar.nsw.edu.au

For enrolment information and procedures,  
please contact the Enrolments Manager at  
enrolments@hillsgrammar.nsw.edu.au

Street Address 
Kenthurst Rd Kenthurst, NSW, 2156

Postal address  
PMB 1 Round Corner, Dural, NSW 2158

Phone 
+612 9654  2111

Contact
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