Achieving
excellence,
inspiring
future lives

Dream big, take risks and
be bold. There will be many
obstacles along the way to
achieving your dreams, but that
doesn’t mean you should give up.
If it’s worth having then it’s
worth fighting for. Dreaming big
means doing everything in your
power to achieve your goals and
embracing the journey.
— Estella, Head Girl, TC’17
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Inspiring tomorrow’s
leaders to be bold
Choosing the right school makes all the difference and
determines the learning journey a student will have.

Toorak College, established in 1874, has a rich heritage.
As one of Melbourne’s oldest schools, we pride ourselves
on being bold and embracing change. Toorak ensures that
every student receives the very best learning experience.
It is an exciting time to be a part of education. A look to
the future tells us that our children will face a different
world with new challenges; one that they will play an
integral role in shaping. Young people are valued as
innovators. They are valued as an important voice and
as the leaders of tomorrow who engage with their world
in new and exciting ways.
This future calls for educators and parents to focus on
developing students who are self-directed, innately
curious and have the knowledge and confidence to find
their way in the world. At Toorak, we meet this challenge
head-on by creating an environment designed to develop
vibrant, inquiring minds.

When we enable individual pursuit, we inspire our
students to be confident and champion each other’s
successes. We look to our students not only to bring
out the best in one another but also to develop strong
friendships that last a lifetime.
Toorak College students have vibrance, passion and spirit.
They see the world before them and engage with it to
effect change.

Kristy Kendall
Principal

OUR MISSION
At Toorak College we lead excellence
in education by providing innovative
learning opportunities for individuals
to strive to achieve their ambitions in
a connected, welcoming environment.

A landmark
in education
Our motto – in labories quies – ‘in work lies true rest’
declares our commitment to achieving excellence.
We aim high and work with determination and effort
to achieve personal best in all our endeavours.

When a student joins Toorak College, they join a
school that offers a striking combination of tradition,
contemporary and focused learning and a place of
natural beauty. Our picturesque 28.5 acre campus,
located on the Mornington Peninsula is 48km from
Melbourne. The School offers a world class education
with a healthy, balanced lifestyle that supports
each child’s intellectual, personal, emotional and
social needs.

OUR
STUDENTS

We are dedicated to the holistic development
of students and nurture and support their
interests and growth across the academic,
wellbeing, social justice and co-curricular
domains to thrive and achieve their personal
best. An array of learning opportunities and
experiences enable our students to develop a
global mindset to participate effectively and
responsibly in the world they enter beyond
school. We recognise the vital learning
partnership with our parents and provide
opportunities for them to support our
student learning and development.

OUR
TEACHING

Our teachers and staff are entrusted with
the precious task of inspiring, assisting
and challenging our students to fulfill their
ambitions. We attract and retain the very
best teachers and will continue to invest in
research, professional learning, resources
and technology to lead in quality teaching
that enables our students to excel within a
culture of excellence.

There are two beliefs that are at the heart of
everything we do:
	To develop as a resilient, self-confident person, you
must be part of a school environment that is warm,
accepting and dedicated to educating people as
individuals and fostering their passions.
	To develop academic enthusiasm, you must learn
to do more than just pass exams or assimilate
knowledge; you must learn to think deeply,
critically and spontaneously and to challenge
your expectations of content and yourself.
OUR
SCHOOL

We consider and implement developments
within our physical spaces, resources,
communication and community that
provide our students with the best access to
quality learning and encourage adaptability,
collaboration and innovation.

Learning to strive
Toorak College students love to learn. Highly motivated children
learn most effectively by taking on new challenges that develop their
self-confidence and a passionate interest in their subjects beyond
assessment. To achieve this, we work with students to go beyond their
limits. At our school, every child is known, inspired and challenged.

Inspirational teaching is about making a subject come
alive, so that students want to find out as much as possible
about the topic. That is what you will see in a Toorak
College classroom. All our teachers are committed to
education that inspires and informs in equal measure.
They use innovative methods – including the latest
multimedia technology – to ignite enthusiasm and impart
knowledge. They gently and respectfully guide students
forward without doing their thinking for them.
While we are proud of our graduates’ successes, our
approach is more than achieving good grades. It is about
giving every student a chance to discover their passions
and the interests that will shape their future. It is about
creating new horizons and providing fresh perspectives,
and it is about laying the best possible foundations for life
in a modern world.
In these ways, we offer a rich and varied educational
experience. We welcome girls and boys from 3 year old
pre-school to Year 4. Our Early Learning Centre provides
an environment where children learn through play,
exploration and discovery.

Wardle House, our Junior School, is so much more than a
primary school. We place an emphasis on a child’s holistic
development as influenced by Reggio Emilia practices
and the International Baccalaureate – Primary Years
Programme (IB-PYP) curriculum, which focuses on the
development of core skills. We encourage each student’s
sense of wonder and inquiry with an emphasis on his or
her emotional and social development.
Our girl centred approach from Year 5 provides every
student with opportunities for leadership, participation
and voice. We provide an innovative learning environment
that encourages self-reflection, risk taking and
confidence building.
In Senior School students enjoy a wide variety of subjects
that support them to discover their strengths and passions.
They begin with a broad curriculum in the younger years,
giving them access to subjects, which they may not have
previously encountered. As girls move through the school
into senior years, with careful support and guidance, they
begin to narrow their choices for VCE.
Toorak College is ideally positioned to educate, inspire
and nurture young women of today who will be the leaders
of tomorrow. Every day we experience how girls excel in
a girls’ school.

Our Early
Learning Centre
Their first steps in education make all the difference to their lifelong journey. Your
child will thrive in a supportive, inspiring environment that nurtures their curiosity,
imagination and capacity of learning. Toorak College’s Early Learning Centre
provides a learning experience tailored to each student’s cognitive, emotional
and social development.

Current research confirms that the first years of life
are crucial in a child’s brain development. At this
stage, children have the greatest capacity and appetite
for learning, especially in language development and
socialisation. At Toorak College, our entire Early Learning
program supports young children (and their families) as
they begin their journey of becoming lifelong learners.

Supporting families and children to feel
comfortable, safe and connected in their
new environment is paramount.
— ELC Teacher

Our Early Learning Centre is dedicated to educating our
youngest learners. Our program is inspired by the Reggio
Emilia philosophies of respect, curiosity and community
and delivered through the curriculum framework
of the International Baccalaureate Primary Years
Programme (IB-PYP).

Our vibrant curriculum is informed by the latest research
on early child development, encouraging children to
develop early language and mathematical skills and
providing opportunity to learn through creative activity,
movement and dramatic play.
We believe the learning environment is central to the
learning process and our qualified, experienced and
caring teachers take great pride in delivering our
program in an environment designed to enable
children to become active and joyful learners.
Benefits of Early Years at Toorak College include:
	Access to state-of-the-art facilities and
specialist teachers;
	Action in the Perceptual Motor Program (PMP)
in our Dance Studio;
	Exploring the love of literature in the
Wardle House Library;
	Using a variety of art techniques in our Art Studio;
	Further development of a sense of belonging through
our Buddy Program with our older students;
	Flexible 2, 3, 4 and 5 day programs;
	Extended hour care.

Our Junior School
Wardle House, our Junior School, is a nurturing, safe environment where
each student is encouraged to be the best they can be, through structured,
student-centred programs. We strongly believe that our ultimate advantage
is the individual care and attention we give our students.

Small classes that maximise each student’s intellectual,
emotional and social development in a supportive,
enriching environment is what sets us apart. Students
engage in experiences where they are encouraged to
be curious and ask questions as well as explore and
interact with their environment physically, socially
and intellectually.
Our dynamic educational model, inspired by the
principles and practices of Reggio Emilia and delivered
through the structure of the International Baccalaureate
– Primary Years Programme, ignites a passion for lifelong
learning. Our ‘Leading self and others’ focus means
we provide opportunities for students to act in roles of
responsibility with integrity and honesty. Students work
with others to determine and achieve collective goals.
Teachers design units of inquiry that transcend
traditional subject boundaries and engage students
in purposeful, structured inquiry on concepts that
have global significance. This approach helps students
discover meaningful connections across subjects that
enhance their learning, and ensures that they develop
skills and attitudes that form the basis for future
academic achievement.
As we seek to foster the individuality of each student, a
major focus in Wardle House is on educational growth
through the key learning areas of Literacy and Numeracy.
Our passionate teachers create learning opportunities
throughout Wardle House by making use of innovative
spaces, best practice research and resources to excite
and inspire young learners.

Happy children learn and achieve.
From the moment the children arrive at
Toorak College, our priority is to ensure
they are at ease with daily routines,
are enthusiastic about coming to school
and have high aspirations for themselves.
— Head of Wardle House

We are proud of the warm, supportive and inclusive
environment Wardle House provides our girls and boys,
which allows them to explore, investigate and play both
indoors and outdoors. We welcome and encourage
engagement from parents and grandparents in the
Wardle House community as part of the journey and
exploration of each child as they develop into strong,
capable and resilient global citizens.

Our Senior School
Toorak College Senior School specialises in girl centred education.
It is a place where our girls can learn and be challenged in a caring
and supportive environment and emerge from their schooling as
confident, independent and resourceful women.

Our world is incredibly connected and
constantly evolving. To thrive, our girls
need to be agile thinkers, to approach
learning with a broad and global
perspective and to be prepared for
the future workforce.
— Head of Senior School
Our Senior School offers small classes with state-of-theart technology, flexible and modern learning spaces and
a comprehensive curriculum that encourages our girls
to explore their passions. We foster creativity, critical
thinking, collaboration, effective communication and
problem solving.
Our teachers are committed to being leaders in education
and offer a truly personalised approach that responds
to individual interests and learning needs. Every girl is
appropriately challenged.
What is a Toorak Girl? She is an effective communicator
who can transit easily from working as an individual to
collaborating as part of a team. She is able to identify
problems and design effective solutions. She is not
afraid to make mistakes; in fact she embraces them as an
essential part of her learning. She knows that learning
can be difficult and that persistence and resilience are
important qualities to embrace. She is shaped by learning
conducted in both real and digital realms and this
prepares her for life beyond Toorak College.

Her voice is heard and she is supported by a curriculum
that offers flexibility and choice for her to explore the
passions that will lead her into VCE and beyond. She
benefits from a comprehensive range of subjects that offer
exposure to a diverse range of industries, professions and
entrepreneurial role models.

The Toorak atmosphere is like no other.
It is a place where you can thrive and
grow as a person surrounded by loving
and supportive people who encourage
all of our passions. The small class sizes
enable everyone to participate and learn
in a comfortable, welcoming environment.
It is truly like a second family.
— Mischa, TC’19

The Toorak Girl is always in pursuit of her personal best
and she graduates a confident and resourceful young
woman, ready to embrace life.
Our graduates continue to excel and choose pathways
across diverse areas including Society and Culture,
Architecture and Building, Creative Arts, Engineering,
Health, Natural and Physical Science and Management
and Commerce.

Home away from home
Boarding has been an integral part of Toorak College since
its foundation in Mount Eliza in 1928. Our boarding programs
combine care and wellbeing with all the best life has to offer
on the Mornington Peninsula. Boarding is a chance to make
lifelong friends and discover new talents.

Joan Ansett Hall is a purpose built boarding facility that
provides a comforting ‘home away from home’ for our
Australian and International students. Nestled in the
spacious and beautiful grounds of Toorak College, its
proximity to bayside beaches gives the campus a quiet
and safe country style environment.
We want students to feel at home in our Boarding House,
to enjoy the security and comfort of a community that
gives them the freedom to be themselves. After all, a
house isn’t just somewhere to sleep, it’s a place where
students come together and grow as people.
The boarding environment must be balanced to meet
all areas of student life. Supervised study as well as
recreation times, aid learning and academic success.
Individual study spaces with WiFi, as well as subject
specific tutors, support each student to achieve their
academic goals.
We offer our boarders:
	A safe living environment with quality care,
guidance and expert supervision;
	Dedicated staff who look after the girls’ academic,
social, emotional and recreational needs;
	Professionally prepared fresh meals, catering to
a range of dietary requirements;
	Supervised study time and access to our residential
tutoring program;
	Use of the School facilities, seven days a week.

The Boarding House has a purpose built wing with single
rooms for all girls completing their VCE in Years 11 and 12.
Years 7 to 10 girls are accommodated in twin rooms to
encourage them to live cooperatively with others and
to foster friendships that will last a lifetime.
Boarding options available:
	Full time boarding allows each girl to embrace all that
Toorak College offers.
	Weekly boarding provides the perfect balance between
home and school. Girls live in the Boarding House during
the week where they can concentrate on their studies and
then have weekends at home to enjoy family, engage in a
casual job or play in local sporting competitions.
	Short stay boarding welcomes students to stay on a
casual basis. There are times when families find this
option helpful, with their daughters being well cared for
in the familiar and safe Toorak College environment.

The Spirit of House
Our House system is a window into the spirit of Toorak College and part of
what makes our school so special. Houses of Cerutty, Douglas, Hamilton,
Mayfield, Pye and Tripp hold special significance in Toorak College’s
history and date back to the mid 1920’s.

School Houses contribute to an increased feeling of
identity and belonging and provide an abundance of
leadership opportunities. House events are a revered
part of school life and hold lasting memories for
students long after their time at Toorak.
The ‘spirit’ of Toorak shines through, especially at
House events where students show loyalty to their House
by dressing up in a range of costumes. The friendships
made on these days strengthen the bonds between girls
at all year levels and these connections continue to grow
long after they have graduated.
Each House is led by three Year 12 Leaders; a House
Captain and two Deputy Captains. These leaders ensure
that every girl feels valued and secure in her House life
at Toorak College.
Wardle House students initially join either Gold, Blue
or Red House and then transition to one of our named
Houses from Year 7.
House competition starts from Year 3 and students
participate in a range of activities including athletics,
swimming, cross-country, music, drama and dance.

The ‘Toorak Spirit’ is the cohesive family
feeling that you experience as you look
around at House events, laughing as you
do the ‘hokey pokey’ in colourful outfits.
The ‘Toorak Spirit’ is the outstanding
drive and determination shown by all
girls as they work toward achieving their
dreams. The ‘Toorak Spirit’ is the way
each and every girl around you is there
to support and lift you up – ensuring you
can always be your best.
— Asia, TC’17

Opportunities to grow
When a student joins Toorak College, we encourage them to
develop originality and creativity both in character and thinking.
A journey that continues throughout their life. We provide every
opportunity in and out of the classroom for students to discover
their special talent.

Our carefully crafted Co-Curricular Program is a way for our
students to discover talents and abilities, learn resilience,
and to value the ideals of good sportsmanship. The ability
to work in a team, to communicate effectively in a variety
of situations, and to lead when necessary, are all vital skills
which life at Toorak College develops.
Our students build resilience and acquire leadership
skills through a range of physical, emotional and social
challenges, both locally and internationally, enabling them
to develop into independent, critical thinking, globally
conscious and considerate young people.
Students are provided with many opportunities to
challenge themselves. Outdoor education, adventure and
engagement with the natural world is important. In Wardle
House students from Years 2 to 6 participate in a dynamic
and challenging Outdoor Education program that takes
students into environments different from their everyday
life. Programs are sequentially linked to the Primary Years
Programme of Inquiry (PYP) and tailored to develop the
whole person, promoting self-esteem, resourcefulness,
independence, resilience, tolerance and determination.

Our Senior School camps focus on the School’s guiding
values of learning, courage, integrity, excellence and
leadership through service to enrich and enhance each
girl’s learning journey at Toorak College. Programs are
delivered sequentially, reinforcing our pastoral curriculum
which offers challenges to foster new friendships and
strengthen connections as students proceed through
Senior School together.
Our community service involvement occurs at a local,
national and global level. In Wardle House community
service activities include: share assemblies; CRE8; Junior
School Council; individual actions; and the Buddy Program.
Senior students work and fundraise for charities such as
the Alice Sloan Trust Student Committee; participate in
our immersion program, Beyond Boundaries; support
the student body through the Student Representative
Council; and support younger students through the
Mentoring Program.
Involvement in all aspects of school life increases each
student’s sense of belonging, expands friendship groups,
provides opportunities for leadership development and
leads to higher levels of motivation and engagement.
Visit our website www.toorakcollege.vic.edu.au to find
out more about our Co-Curricular Program.

Sport for all
Everyone should have a chance to enjoy sport. Toorak College gives
talented students every chance to develop, while encouraging all
students to get active in a way that suits them.

The Toorak College sport philosophy recognises the role
that both inter-school and community sport plays in
providing access to high performance programs, as well as
developing social connections and pathways for life-long
participation in physical activity. The Toorak College
sport framework provides opportunities for students to
participate and compete as a member of a school team
or as a team member in their local community.

Sport at Toorak is so much more than
winning games, it’s the ability to pick up a
sport you have never played before at the
beginning of a term, and with the support
of your encouraging coaches and your
cheering friends, be able to score that
final goal at the end of the term.
— Tara, TC’19
We offer excellent sports facilities including our oval and
state-of-the-art hockey field, purpose built gym, netball
courts, tennis courts and swimming and diving pools.
We understand the importance that sport plays in the
overall physical and mental health of our students and
everyone is encouraged to be involved. Opportunities to
perform at the highest levels are endless, however being
involved and having a go for fun and personal fitness is
also important. Camaraderie, teamwork and leadership,
along with risk taking and commitment are some of the
many benefits that being involved in sport provides.

A-Z of sports offered at Toorak College:
	Aerobics
	AFL

	Human Powered
Vehicle (HPV)

	Athletics (Track and Field)

	Netball

	Badminton

	Rowing

	Basketball

	Sailing

	Indoor Cricket

	Snowsports

	Cross Country

	Soccer

	Diving

	Surfing

	Equestrian

	Swimming

	Golf

	Tennis

	Hockey

	Volleyball
	Water Polo

Toorak College is a foundation member of the Girls
Sport Victoria (GSV) Sporting Association, the leading
provider of sport to independent girls’ schools.
Wardle House students participate in School Sport
Victoria competitions. Our Senior School girls participate
in the GSV program.
Further information about our Sport Program can be
found on our website at www.toorakcollege.vic.edu.au.

Performing Arts
A great education is a well-rounded education and for that reason
we encourage every student to get involved in the Performing
Arts. Music, drama and dance offer unique opportunities for
students to explore, interpret, create and express themselves.

There are so many opportunities to get involved.
Performing to an audience enables our students to
explore their creative selves, build confidence and shine,
which complements other areas of their academic life.

Music
We are a musical school. Learning to play an instrument
fosters creativity and collaboration and improves
cognitive function. We have a dedicated Music Centre
with performance spaces and practice and rehearsal
studios. Whatever instrument your child plays, we provide
tuition that is suitable to their level of ability. Students
can also participate in a wide range of music groups.
Choral singing is a very important and popular part of
musical life at Toorak College. There are different choirs
to cater for students of all vocal abilities. There are also
ensembles, bands and orchestras, which are open to
players who learn an instrument outside the School as
well as those involved in the School’s teaching program.

Drama
Our students use their imagination, explore their talents
and develop robust communication skills. Our drama
performance calendar gives students many opportunities
to perform throughout the year. Highlights include
our Year 6 production, middle years and senior years
productions and the Toorak College musicals where
students have an opportunity to combine their musical
and dramatic talents.

The Performing Arts Program is
amazing. There are various productions
and performances that everyone can be
involved in, each one being better than
the last.
— Ella, TC’19

Dance
Wardle House students have the opportunity
to experience Dance and Movement and work
collaboratively to choreograph a performance piece.
All Year 7 students participate in Dance and Movement,
while senior students are given further opportunities
to study dance throughout their time at Toorak.
Our dance students attend workshops, learn different
dance styles, explore dance theory and choreograph
performance pieces.
Competition and performance events provide further
opportunity for our students to explore their talent,
dedication and passion for dance and encourage
self-discipline and self-expression.
Further information about our Performing
Arts Program can be found on our website
at www.toorakcollege.vic.edu.au.

A sense of belonging
Toorak College is committed to the academic excellence,
positive health and wellbeing of every student.

At Toorak you are surrounded by
inspirational and determined girls,
who quickly turn into persistent
and empowered women. These are
extremely important influences for a
girl throughout her schooling. Everyone
is open to be themselves and make
the most out of their schooling.
— Zoe, TC’17
Our students care for each other, forming strong bonds
that transcend year groups. There is always someone who
takes the time to care, creating an environment where
every student is valued and nurtured. We understand the
important role that school life plays in the physical, social,
emotional, spiritual and intellectual development of our
students. We provide formal curricular and co-curricular
programs, as well as informal opportunities, where
students can continue to grow and develop.

To achieve their best academically our students must
also be at their best mentally and physically. A focus
on empathy, respect for difference, respect for oneself
and looking after one’s health is embraced through our
pastoral care and physical education programs.
Toorak College has adopted a whole school approach
to promote and support wellbeing. The focus is on
the importance of positive emotions, engagement,
relationships, meaning and accomplishment. When a
student joins us, they immediately become a part of our
Toorak community. They are connected with a mentor
from their year level to assist in a smooth transition and
help develop positive relationships.
In Senior School, Heads of Year take responsibility for the
care of the students and have regular contact with them.
Students also belong to a tutorial group and have regular
contact with their tutor. Our dedicated pastoral support
team offers ongoing support to our students and consists
of educational and counselling psychologists, the School
Chaplain and the School Nurse.

Ready for anything
A great education stays with you forever, that is
why we work hard to equip our students with skills,
and attributes that they can rely on in the future.

It was at Toorak College that I learnt the
importance of communication and the use
of language, and to gain great pleasure
from whatever I decide to do in life.
— Jessica Orr, TC’06

While helping our students to develop in their academic
work, we also invest in them as people – helping
them grow in confidence to take on the challenges
of a contemporary world.
We encourage each student to develop as a person,
nurturing their unique gifts and giving them a chance to
take on responsibility at every stage of their life at School.
As a result, our graduates stand out. They are spirited,
well-rounded and resilient young women. As adults,
they continue to strive for their personal best and pursue
their ambitions with confidence.
Whatever our graduates go on to do, we help them take
the first steps to adulthood while they are still with us.
Our Year 12s are genuine leaders, with responsibility
for the wellbeing of the whole school. They take on this
responsibility with aplomb and make an invaluable
contribution to the life of our community. We are proud
of the achievements and successes of our students as they
move beyond Toorak, and enjoy welcoming them back as
Toorak Collegians.

‘School should give you enough
attitude to get you through life.
There were 56 of us in the year
of ’74; there was a lot of attitude.
Toorak College has always been
good on attitude – a measure
of confidence, self-esteem,
consideration for others,
resilience and optimism –
a sort of Swiss Army knife
of useful attitudes, to assist
in the years ahead.’
— Jean Kittson, TC’74
‘Toorak provided my foundation
in science, but more significantly
I graduated with a passion, a
clear path and purpose, and
established core qualities that
have guided my personal and
professional path. My secondary
education provided me a culture
of achievement, encouraged selfconfidence and allowed me to
direct my learning experience into
a successful professional career.’
— Sharon Ricardo, TC’84

Toorak College is more than a
school. It is the ivy hanging in the
cloisters, green as ever in the
summer. It is the smiles that pass by
and the asking of how your day is.
It is the fight and passion we feel at
every House event. Moreover, it is
the love we feel when we say
goodbye to the girls in Year 12.
Deep down we all know that
goodbye is not for long. Toorak is
forever. It is in our hearts, our
smiles and our laughs. Once a
Toorak Girl, always a Toorak Girl.
— Mietta, TC’19

An invitation

Applying for a place at Toorak College

If you would like to visit Toorak College, we invite you to:

Places at Toorak College are reserved by application.
An application will ensure that you are kept up to date
with news, information and invitations to events.
Application forms can be completed online by
visiting www.toorakcollege.vic.edu.au or by
contacting the Enrolments Office on 9788 7234
or enrolments@toorakc.vic.edu.au.
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